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FIRMS
TO WATCH

s M A L L  C O n T E n D E R s  W I T H  L A R G E  A M B I T I O n s

TALKING AI  WHAT FIRMS NEED TO KEEP IN MIND  |   INDO BOOST  LAWYERS ON
THE COUNTRY’S IMPROVING CLIMATE  |   TAKING STOCK  HONG KONG OVERHAULS

LISTING RULES  |   OUTBOUND CURBS  CHINA’S ‘RATIONAL’ DEALMAKING
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C O V E R  S T O R Y

O R N E  H A N E U L  A T T O R N E Y S - A T- L A W
Founded: 2013 / Office Location: seoul, south Korea / Partners: 4

The Korean law firm of Orne Haneul may be small, with just four partners, but it has big plans regionally. Last year 
the firm signed a MoU with Chinese law firm Broad & Bright, which has offices in Beijing, shanghai, Guangzhou, 
Hong Kong and Tokyo, giving it an edge in expanding its network to Mainland China, Hong Kong and Japan. For 
further growth, the firm is planning to seek cooperation with law firms in southeast Asian countries, including 
Indonesia, Malaysia, singapore and Vietnam. It is also expanding by headcount: in the past year, the firm added 
one partner and two associates as it saw revenues increase by 50 percent; soon, it expects to see two to three 
more partners and several associates join from leading Korean law firms. Recent work has included advising a 
Korean company’s acquisition of a stake in a Dutch company, representing a compensation claim related to a 
defect in the construction of an underground tunnel, and advising on a joint venture investment deal between 
a Korean company and a Chinese company. The managing partner is Jongmin Lee.

P E T E R  D O R A I S A M Y
Founded: 2017 / Office Location: singapore / Partners: 2

Established in January 2017, the firm was founded by managing director Peter Doraisamy, who was a partner 
at Duane Morris & selvam in singapore. Currently, the firm has a headcount of 10 and offers personalised and 
approachable partner-level services in an efficient and cost-effective manner. The firm also works closely with 
other like-minded law firms in the growing economies of Indonesia, Vietnam, Myanmar, Thailand and the 
Philippines. “Through this informal network, we are able to assist our clients as they expand their business 
activities in the AsEAn region,” says Doraisamy. As an independent law firm, it is often briefed by foreign law 
firms and other local firms to act as singapore counsel in matters against major institutions and corporations. 
In association with HFI Consulting International -- a specialist consulting and legal services provided – the firm 
is assisting players in the energy and water sectors to expand successfully across international markets with a 
focus on the AsEAn region.

S E Y F A R T H  S H A W
Year Established In Asia: 2013 / Asia Office Locations: shanghai, Hong Kong / Asia Partners: 6

seyfarth shaw, the second U.s. (and non-Asian) firm on the list doubled its Asia presence in 2017 with the 
opening of a Hong Kong office. seyfarth, known for its labour and employment law practice, hired DLA Piper’s 
Asia employment head Julia Gorham to help launch the office and also recruited Raymond Wong from King 
& Wood Mallesons, where he was a corporate partner, as the office’s managing partner. The Hong Kong office 
serves as seyfarth’s regional hub to service clients’ growing cross-border specialist employment and corporate 
and commercial needs on a Pan-Asian basis as well as locally in Hong Kong. “seyfarth itself is a specialist inter-
national employment law firm – that’s its genesis – which is something the other firms don’t have. For the other 
big international firms that do employment law, their biggest teams are usually their corporate transactional 
teams, not their employment law group,” says Gorham. “At seyfarth, international employment will be my top 
priority. This specialisation, when combined with Ray’s corporate expertise, will position seyfarth to compete 
with established firms in Hong Kong, and Asia.”

S P I C E  R O U T E  L E G A L
Founded: 2016 / Office Locations: Bengaluru, Mumbai And new Delhi, India / Partners: 2

spice Route Legal opened in December 2016, and in just a year, saw the size of its team jump threefold from 
seven lawyers to 21. The firm says its primary growth engines are M&A/PE, TMT, defence and renewables. “We 
have seen over a 100 percent growth in each of these practice areas in the last one year and we expect significant 
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