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The SICC Handbook – A Review of the Road 
Map to Navigating Order 110 of the  
Rules of Court
The Singapore International Commercial Court (“SICC”) 
was launched in January 2015 with a view to positioning 
Singapore as a centre for resolving commercial disputes in 
the region. Order 110 of the Rules of Court, which provides 
for new practices and procedures for SICC cases, took 
effect from 1 January 2015 and was specially formulated 
to deal with cross-border commercial disputes. In 2016, 
Mohan R Pillay and Toh Chen Han co-authored The SICC 
Handbook – A Guide to the Rules and Procedures of the 
Singapore International Court to enable, in particular, the 
international legal community to quickly grasp and apply the 
unique rules and procedures of the SICC.
 
The first chapter of the Handbook provides an overview of 
the impetus behind the formation and launch of the SICC, 
which in turn sets the context for the procedural rules in O 110. 
It also summarises the key legislative changes enacted 
prior to the launch of the SICC, including amendments to the 
Supreme Court of Judicature Act (“SCJA”), the Constitution, 
and the Legal Profession Act (“LPA”). The amendments to 
the LPA are particularly relevant for foreign lawyers who 
wish to appear before the SICC, or for local lawyers who 
wish to instruct foreign counsel. A table listing the SICC’s 
panel of international jurists and their areas of expertise is 
also provided.
 
The subsequent chapters of the Handbook address the key 
areas of difference between O 110 and the Rules of Court 
applicable to domestic Court proceedings, including the 
SICC’s jurisdiction, the mode of commencing proceedings in 
the SICC, requirements for joinder of parties, confidentiality 
of SICC proceedings, the rules on document disclosure and 
evidence, appeals and legal representation for offshore 
cases, and the procedure for appeals and enforcement. 
Given that there is, at present, a scarcity of case law on 
the interpretation and application of O 110, these chapters 
provide useful guidance to practitioners in understanding 
whether a given case would fall within the SICC’s jurisdiction, 
and if so, how the trial process would be different from a suit 
in the Singapore High Court.
 
For instance, Chapter 2 of the Handbook establishes the 
link between O 110 and the statutory source of the SICC’s 
jurisdiction in s 18D of the SCJA, and sheds light on the type 
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of cases which would be considered of an “international and 
commercial in nature” within the meaning of s 18D.  Chapter 
6 highlights the differences between O 110 and O 24 relating 
to document disclosure. Whereas the obligation under O 24 is 
strict and extensive, as explained in that chapter, disclosure 
under O 110 is a hybrid approach between O 24 and the IBA 
Rules on the Taking of Evidence in International Arbitration, 
and parties are not required to disclose documents averse 
to its case. The appeal process for SICC decisions is also a 
unique hybrid approach between that of domestic decisions 
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and arbitral awards. Parties may appeal on the merits of a 
decision, while retaining the autonomy to exclude or limit the 
right of appeal by agreement. Chapter 8 of the Handbook 
elaborates in detail on the appeal mechanism under O 110.

On the whole, the commentary provided by the authors in 
the Handbook facilitates a better understanding of O 110 
through references to the objectives and practices which 
form the groundwork for O 110. The SICC has also published 
Practice Directions on jurisdiction, commencement 
of proceedings, foreign representation, evidence and 
enforcement, and these are included in the Appendices of 
the Handbook, along with the SICC’s User Guides.
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* The reviewers of the book were counsel for the Plaintiff in Teras 
Offshore Pte Ltd v Teras Cargo Transport (America) LLC [2016] 
SGHC(I) 02, where the Honourable Justice Henry Bernard Eder of 
the SICC decided, inter alia, on what amounts to an “offshore case” 
pursuant to O 110 r 36 of the Rules of Court.
 
About the SICC Handbook:
The first legal title published on the rules and procedures of the 
SICC to provide practitioners with a one stop reference as well as a 
practical approach on commencing a SICC action which can be easily 
understood by an international audience.
 
The Handbook may be purchased from Sweet & Maxwell.
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